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Riggs staff plans AIDS curriculum 
By Katy Bauder 

All classes at Riggs will be given in­
formation on Acquired Immune Defi­
ciency Syndrome (AIDS) this year, ac­
cording to Vickie Cool, a member of 
the committee on AIDS curriculum. 

In the future, the school district 
plans to incorporate the information 
into the sophomore curriculum only. 
The committee is currently preview­
ing films and pamphlets. 

"We'll be taking our curriculum 
proposals to the November board 
meeting tor approval," said Don 

Shields, committee member. "After 
that as soon as we can get started 
with it, we'll put it into the schedule." 

Committee plans were under way 
before the Pierre Board of Education 
approved the district's AIDS policy 
Oct. 12. "There is a possibility that 
the policy will be broadened during 
the year," said Roger Lonbaken, 
Riggs principal. 

The new policy is a 10-point sum­
mary of one written by the State 
Department of Health. Basically the 
policy adopted says AIDS infected 

children should be allowed to attend 
school. 

However, kids that pose a greater 
risk - those who lack control of body 
fluids, bite or have uncoverable ooz­
ing sores - will have their cases 
reviewed by a state advisory commit­
tee. The committee will recommend 
an appropriate educational setting. 
Strict confidentiality shall be kept with 
anyone with the disease. 

Students will not be routinely 
screened for the syndrome and_ 

screening will not be a school entry 
requirement. 

"We need some good solid plann­
ing," Lonbaken said about the cur­
riculum. "We don't want to jump into 
some program that we are not 
prepared to defend." 

High school students already have 
access to a number of books in the 
Riggs library that deal with the AIDS 
topic, Lonbaken noted. 

Long term, the curriculum commit­
tee plans will reach into the elemen­
tary, possibly to fifth grade. 

Teachers name September, October students 
By Scott Searls homecoming royalty Renae Howard 

TOP STUDENTS ... Renae Howard, T.J. Wiebe, Bruce Lundeen 
and Steph Zastrow are students of the month (Photo by Heath 
Tople) 

September and October Students and T.J. Wiebe. 
of the Month honors were recently an- Howard, who is associate editor of 
nounced by Candy Birhanzel, head of the Gumbo and All State Journalist, 
the teacher selection committee. is active in cheerleading, band, NHS; 

September students are seniors and she is the Senior Class treasurer. 
Bruce Lundeen and Steph Zastrow. To underclassmen Renae sug-
Bruce is active in National Honor gests, "Be yourself -- don't think 
Society (NHS), Fellowship of Chris- you're better than other people: don't 
tian Athletes (FCA), Letterwinners think other people are better than 
Club, cross country and he was a you." 
delegate to Boys State. "It's an honor to be student of the 

Lundeen works at Red Owl, and 
plans to attend the University of 
South Dakota or Harvard and major 
in accounting. 

Zastrow participates in NHS, FCA, 
basketball, Letterwinners Club, and 
Gumbo staff .  She advises 
sophomores to, "Start now keeping 
your grades up. Don't think it doesn't 

.. help. GPA helps a lot for scholarships 
and admissions to colleges." 

October Students of the Month are 

month," said Wiebe. He participates 
in football, Letterwinners Club and 
FCA. He works at Sooper Dooper. 

Students of the Month must have 
a 3.0 or above grade point average 
and be involved in school activities. 
Only seniors are eligible for the honor 
and each selected student must ex­
emplify the character and involve­
ment of a "true student." 

At the end of the school year, each 
student of the month is considered tor 
the Student of the Year scholarship. 

'The Miracle Worker' opens drama season Seniors earn 

test recognition 
By Kirsten Levisen 

The Riggs Drama Department 
ushers in a new season with the 
opening of their fall play, "The 
Miracle Worker," Dec. 3, 4 & 5. 

The show is a drama that tells the 
story of Anne Sullivan and Helen 
Keller, a blind, deaf mute who is 
taught language by her teacher. 

"We wanted to open with a drama 
to give the students experience in the 
genre of a drama, in preparation for 
one-act contest," said Nancy Pottratz, 
assistant director. The directors are 
Hyrma Zakahi and Pottratz. 

When casting the role of Helen, 
who is played by Tracy Deis, the direc­
tors looked for someone who had the 

feeling of the world of a deaf/blind 
person, such as, no eye movement 
and not responding to sound. 

"We were surprised by the amount 
of talented people who turned out to 
audition for both male and female 
roles. It was a tough choice because 
they were so close," said Zakahi. 

The cast includes Corey Johnston, 
Jenny Joens, Steve Stofferahn, Deis, 
DaWanda Pesicka, Chuck Fam.ham, 
Deb Kern, Sean Califf, Rhodes 
Fishburne, Mary Fjelstad, Katy 
Bauder, Kris Becker, Heather Car­
riere, Mary Hatch, Dawn Kilian, 
Kirsten Levisen, Penni Maxwell, Katie 
Schaack, and Chris Ward. 

Working on the crews are Tom 

Negotiations cont. from pg. 17 
For teachers who have been in the 

system for a while and who are at the 
top of the salary ladder, however, this 
means little salary increase. 

Statistics show South Dakota ranks 
fifty-first in the nation in teacher 
salaries. The average teacher in 
South Dakota makes $18,781 a year 
while the average teacher in Alaska 
makes $42,063 a year. 

The board is not totally against the 
teacher's problems, Snow said, 
noting that the board handed down 
its maximum offer of $26,240 last 
spring before the contractural pro­
blems arose. The PEA, however, 
wanted $31,700 for the top of the pay 
schedule. 

"I think everybody in the city of 
R,i�r.r.e. .i.lMmdeJ ,paid, .alild the, teachers, 

are no exception," Snow said. 
The board is the only guard of the 

tax payer's money, and, therefore, 
they feel the pressure of the com­
munity is on them to make the right 
decision concerning the contract and 
how much money will be spent, Snow 
added. 

Since the money for the school 
system is found from the people's pro­
perty taxes, and increase in taxes 
could be foreseeable, according to 
Snow. 

"We'll try to be fair, Snow said. 
"The board is sometimes painted as 
the bad guy, but their responsiblities 
lio to the tax payers and to the 
students.'' 

Some of the other problems in the 
contract are teacher retirement and 
an elementary proposal: 

Black, technical director; Johnston, 
student director; Cheri Bartlett, make­
up; Becker, publicity; Cody Burton 
and Scott Anderson, props and set; 
and Paul Sheather and Brad Houck, 
lights and sound. 

The rest of the season will include 
two one-act dramas, with one going 
to contest, and a comedy in the 
spring. "We will be looking for a com­
edy that features male leads, since 
"The Miracle Worker" is more female 
dominated," stated Zakahi. 

Locks create 
controversy 
By Dana Lesniak 

Installation of locks on all lockers 
recently has created some 
controversy. 

"The senior hall was done first 
because it is excessible from all the 
doors. The sophomore lockers will be 
done second because people like to 
play tricks to make them look like 
goats," said Gary Merkwan, Riggs 
vice prinicpal. 

For some students it's a joy and a 
relief, but for others it has been a 
burden and aggravation. "I was late 
for class because niy locker jamm­
ed," said one senior. "I still never got 
it opened." 

''The intention was to help you to 
have a better and happier year at 
Riggs," Mr. Merkwan explained. 

So far 210 lockers have been in­
stalled at $5.50 each for a cost of 
$1155. If funds permit, the locks pro­
ject should be completed by the end 
of the school year. 

By Karen Peta 
Senior Amy Cone was recently 

named a semi finalist and classmate 
Jenny Joens, a commended student 
in the 33rd annual National Merit 
Scholarship Program. 

To qualify Cone and Joens took the 
PSAT/MNSQT last fall along with 
other juniors. Top scorers in every 
state which represent about one-halt 
of one percent of the 'states high 
school graduating class were named 
semi finalists. 

Students with scores slightly below 
the level required for semi finalists 
were named Commended Students. 
As such, Joens will receive a letter of 
commendation in recognition of 
outstanding academic promise. 

To be considered tor Merit Scholar­
ship, Cone must first become a 
finalist by meeting high academic 
standards, being fully endorsed and 
recommended by Riggs High School, 
and submitting· information about her 
school and community activities, per­
sonal interests and goals. 

Every finalist will be considered for 
one of 1,800 National Merit $2,000 
scholarships, awards that are 
distributed on a state representational 
basis according to each states 
percentage of the total U.S. seniors. 

Winners will be selected by a com­
mittee of college admission profes­
sionals who will judge which finalist 
in each state has the strongest com­
bination of academic and extra cur­
ricular accomplishments. 
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Lady Governors _f�ce Aberdeen Friday 

Sports Calendar 
November 

- 9 & JV Girls basketball­
Stanley Co. Varsity-Here-6:15
p.m.
3 - Soph, JV & Varsity Girls
basketball at Aberdeen
3 & 14 - YMCA/City Rec-Girls
basketball tourney
4 - Soph, JV & Varsity Girls
basketball-RC CEntral-Here
O - Soph & Varsity Girls
basketball-Yankton-Here
1 - Soph & Varsity Girls
basketball-Brookings-Here
rJ - Girls District Ill "AA"
basketball
8 - Girls District Ill "AA"
basketball
Varsity & JV Wrestling at 

Watertown 
tecember 1 - Soph & Varsity 
Boys basketball at Todd 
County 
- Varsity & JV Gymnastics at
Huron Dual-6:30 p.m.
9 & JV basketball at Stanley

Co.-6:30 p.m.
& 5 - JV Wrestling at Stanley
County Invitational
- Soph, JV & Varsity basket­
ball at Aberdeen
- Girls Region II ''AA' �Here
Varsity Wrestling at Mobridge
- JV Gymnastics at Stanley

Co. Dual-6:30 p.m.
- Soph, JV & Varsity

basketball-Huron-Here 
0, 11 & 12 - Girls State "AA'� 
Rapid City 

' 

By Heath Tople 
Lady Governors are looking to avenge 

a 45- 42 loss to Aberdeen Central next 
Friday. 

The Ladies come off a four-game win­
ning streak and home contest against 
Huron. 

Head Coach Don Shields says they 
need to key on three things, "We need 
to shut down Steph Howell, we need to 
have full court press and cause some 
turn-overs, and we have to shoot a good 
percentage." It will be a tough game up 
there and we need to stay consistent to 
win," Coach Shields said. 

The Governors have a two-game lead 
to host District play Nov. 28. ''They 
(Aberdeen) will likely be our major op­
ponent at districts," Coach Shields said. 
Coach Shields feels the Govs can win 
their district and go on to·State. 

Junior center Christy Gors is coming 
into her own now, averaging seven 
points, eight rebounds, and three blocks 
a game. Gors at 6'3" has been the tower 
of strength for the Governors lately. 

Coach Shields said, "If she'll stay 
consistently more aggresive and more 
offensive-minded, her stats will keep im­
proving." 

In the last four games, Gors had 
averages of double figures in both points 
and rebounds along with her in­
timidating shot blocking ability. 

Junior manager Carrie Shea com­
mented on team morale, "General team 
morale is good, everyone is happy, the 
win over Watertown pumped us up and 
made the Stevens qame much easier to 

'=:;: 

GOING FOR TWO ... Patty Schlekeway goes up for a basket against
the Mitchel Lady Kernels. (Photo by Kirsten Levisen)
face." 

After twelve games the season stats 
were as follows: Gors leads in total 
points with 97. Sophomore Laurie Mik­
konen follows with 89 and senior 
Rosemary Parr has 7 7. Senior Susan 

Chase leads the black-list of turn-overs 
with 34 followed by junior Beth Lindquist 
and senior Tracy Shangreaux who tied 
with 29. Gars and Mikkonen lead the 
Lady Govs io rebounding with 96 and 68 
respectively .. 

Governor harriers compete at State 
Pierre Girls cross country team finish­

ed 6 and the boys team 14 at the State 
Cross County Meet Oct. 31 in Huron, 
· Leading the girls were medalists
junior Cori Nikolas at 12, and sophomore
Kim Osberg at 18. Freshman Jenny Tur­
biville was 22 and sophomore Sandi
Case, 69; freshamn Sara Nelson, 90;
and senior Paula Graves, 92.

Top finishers for the boys were seniors 
Jimmy Keyes, 27, Wade Douglas, 67; 
and Scott Searls, 72. 

Freshman Spencer Tisher placed at 
8 4; sophomore Keven Zieger, 96; senior 
Bruce Lundeen, 103; and sophomore 
Travis Tisher, 109. 

"Everyone ran their best times on the 
Huron course,'.' said Coach Larry 
Lundeen. '' I was proud to see everybody 
improve." 

The Govs ended the cross country 
season with three big meets in a row. 
They traveled to Aberdeen Oct. 17, for 

the ESD; to Watertown Oct. 23, and 
finally to the State Meet.

. Some of the season's best placings,
,t not the best times, were at Sturgis
where the girls team won second and 
the boys team third. 

Female medalists at Sturgis were Tur­
biville at 2, Nicolas at 3; and Osberg at 4. 

Individual medalists for the boys were 
Douglas at 4 ;  Keyes at 6; and Searls at 
11. 

Grey, part-time student and outdoorsman 

WARY ... Junior Justin Gray watches for a deer from a tree stand
on Laframboise Island. (Photo by Mike Cole)

By Chad Wagner 
Justin Grey (Jr.) hunts quite often, but 

between gun and bow, he'll choose bow. 
Grey first got into hunting with a bow 

from his father about five years ago, and 
has been an avid bow-hunter ever since. 

According to Grey, "The deer has got 
a better chance when you're shooting 
with a bow. You need good aim and pa­
tience in order to bow-hunt. It's much 
more of a challenge." 

\ 

He prefers hunting after 6:00 p.m. in 
the LaFramboise area. When looking for 
a good tr.ee stand, the first thing he looks 
for is deer traffic, such as tracks, trails, 
or droppings. Then it's just usually a 
matter of time. 

If the opportunity arises, Grey aims for 
the chest area on the deer, right behind 
the front shoulder. His prize deer is a five 
point buck he shot about three years 
ago. 

Deer season opens on November 28 
and goes until December 6, for firearms. 
Bow-hunting opened the first of October 
and remains open until December 31, 
excluding November 28-December 26 
(firearm season). 

Pheasant season opened on October 
17 and will continue through December 
6. Geese season, for light geese, runs
from October 3 to December 27, and for
dark geese, the season runs from Oc­
tober 3 until December 20.
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Riggs joins new prevention group 
By Kirsten Levisen 

TORCH. Teens On the Road to 
Chemical Health. This is the em­
phasis on the newly organized stu­
dent/faculty group at Riggs. 

The group, started out of the con­
cern of chemcial dependecy in our 
school, has representatives from the 
student council, administration, 
guidance, fine arts department, 
athletics department, parents, school 

board, 'Solutions' improv troup, and 
other concerned students. 

"I think it's good to get the school 
aware of what is going on behind the 
scenes, and to bring it out in the 
open. We need to, because I think we 
do have an alcohol problem," said 
Charlie Moore, junior class president 
and TORCH member. 

An action plan has been set up to 
ir;nplement prevention methods. Such 

methods are finding alternatives to 
drinking alcohol at social gatherings, 
depopularizing chemical use/abuse, 
teaching young Pierre kids the affects 
of chemical abuse, and setting a 
positive role model for them to watch. 

To encourage young students, 
TORCH members will speak and per­
form at elementary schools. They will 
deal with decision making and life 
coping skills. 

"By Riggs students going out to 
help the younger students, it will rein­
force their own values, therefore in­
directly helping the school," stated 
Gary Schneider, Riggs guidance 
counselor.· 

TORCH is not only prevention 
oriented, but also helps students deal 
with peer pressure, stress, com­
munication, how to say no, self­
esteem, and how to be leaders. 

Students prepare for All-State event 
by Kirsten Levisen 

Riggs Music Department keeps the 
stage and field active as they wrap up 
their fall performances. 

All State Chorus members head for 
Rapid City Nov. 6 and 7 where they 
will participate in the honors activities 
including the Nov. 7 public concert. 

The members are arranged in 
three quartets with an alternate 
quartet standing by. First quartet 
members are Kirsten Stephens, Mary 
Fjelstad, Lowell Gordon, and Steve 
Stofferahn. 

Sophomore, Jason Myers has been 
accepted into the All-State Orchestra. 
He has played the string bass for eight 
years. Jason may be the first Riggs stu­
dent to make it into the Orchestra. 

"I think that he will be an asset to our 
band and the orchestra as well. He's 
the· type of student who has the poten­
tial to do well in musfo if he applies 
himself," said Mr. Berens, Riggs band 
director. 

The second quartet are Karla 
Palmer, Tani Keenlyne, Sean Califf, 
and Pat Baker. Third quartet 
members are Robyn Starks, Deb 
Kern, Buddy Johnson, and Matt 
Blumer. 

The alternate quartet is Monie 
Cash, Nicole Patten, Tom Ellefson, 
and Corey Johnston. 

Riggs All-State members will join 
the rest of the chorus and the All­
State Orchestra for a two-day rehear­
sal session, leading up to a Grand 
Concert. "Along with rehearsing, the 
group will learn many valuable things 
about music and vocal techniques," 
Riggs vocal director, Jackie Hilding 
stated. 

Rod McQwen, University of 
Arizona, will be the quest conductor. 
The concert will be held Nov. 7 in the 
Rushmore Civic Center, Rapid City. 

Commenting on the selection of 
music, Hilding said, "This years 
chotce of music includes some of the 
most technically difficult pieces I have 
seen for All-State in a long time." 

The selections to be performed are: 
Afton Water, Ave. Maria, Awake The 
Harp, Beati quorum via, Glory To The 
Father, Hymn For Our Time, 0 Clap 
'Your Hands, and Old Dan Tucker. 

ALL STATE CHORUS .... members are from left, Steve Stof­
ferahn, Buddy Johnson, Lowell Gordon, Sean Califf Robyn 
Starks, Kirsten Stephens, Pat Baker, Mat Bloome� Karla 
Palmer, Tani Keenlyne, Deb Kern, and Mary Fjelstad. '(Photo 
by Kirsten Levisen) 

Debaters seek excellence award 
By Pennie Maxwell 

Pierre debaters are preparing for 
the 1987-88 season when they will be 
trying to hold on to their first-seeded 
spot for National Forensic League 
(NFL) leading chapter in South 
Dakota. 

The season opens Nov. 13 and 14 
when debaters travel to South Dakota 
State University in Brookings for the 
first tournament. Competition for the 
top chapter award will be squads from 
Milbank and Huron. 

The topic of debate is "Resolved: 
that the United States government 
should adopt a policy to increase 
political stability in Latin America. The 
Lincoln Douglas debators are dealing 

with the topic: "There is no just cause 
for a war.'' 

Landing the top chapter honor will 
be the ultimate challenge for this 
year's squad. "We are up for the 
Leading Chapter Excellence in 
speech awards, and have a good 
chance of keeping our first place 
spot," said Ken Larsen, embarking on 
his ninth year as debate coach. 

This year's squad is the largest in 
the past three years. "We will be ex­
pecting a very successful year with 
returning veterans who are very pro­
mising and a novice squad with pro­
spects that also look high," Larsen 
said. 

The American Forensic League 

was established to regulate ac­
complishments in competition. It is 
set up on a point system that gives six 
points to every winning debater, and 
three points to every losing debater. 

Individual events such as oratory, 
interpretation, humorous or serious 
extemporaneous speaking_ provide 
points ranging from five for first to one 
for fifth. 

A debater must have at least 25 
points to be considered for member­
ship into the NFL. Riggs have five 
chapter members at the third level of 
Honor Distinction and one member at 

the "Doubly Ruby" level (500 or more 
points). 

Business students attend economics seminar 
By Paula Paul 

Seven Riggs students attended the 
26th annual Economics Seminar for 
Young Adults Oct. 21 and 22 in 
Mitchell. 

Attending were seniors LaRae 
Bauske, Debbie Butt, Susan Chase, 
Ronda Hansen, Amy Klein, Kathy 
Merriman and Chrissy Post. 

During an awards banquet Hansen 
won a plaque and $100 for an essay 
she wrote on the topic "What a Bank 
Means to a Community." 

"I was really happy about winning 
because I'm going to use the money 
for college," she said. 

All of the girls are employed by 
banks and other business 
establishments in Pierre through the 
Office Education program taught by 
Charles Fjelstad. The expense of 

their two-day trip was paid by 
BankWest, First National and 
American State Banks of Pierre. 

Over 250 high school seniors from 
all parts of South Dakota attended the 
seminar which was sponsored by the 
South Dakota Bankers Association. 
The conference was aimed at 
stimulating the interest of young peo­
ple in the modern money and bank­
ing systems. 

Economic experts entertained 
students with talks on various aspects 
of money management. Several of 
the sessions also involved discus­
sions on building self-confidence and 
self-image. 

"I think it was worth going because 
a lot of the speakers were really 
good," said Bauske. 

'-. 

FUT URE BUSINESS EXECS .... Members of the Mr. Fjelstad's 
Office Ed class attending the ecnomics seminar were from 
left; Amy Klein, Debbie Butt, Kathy Merriman, LaRae Bauske 
and Chrissy Post. In front are Ronda Hansen and Susan Chase. 
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